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Reflections 

The meeting highlighted the following issues and priorities for children; 

1. Resolving conflicts and building peace so that children can grow up 

with hope deserves our highest attention. Development is impossible 

without peace and  peace is not possible without development. 

2. Children should not be seen as helpless victims. They have a voice, 

strength, and insight. 

3. Focusing on children means focusing on mothers. Fathers are of 

course important but gender inequalities are inextricably linked  to 

core issues of child poverty, for girls and boys. 

4. A society is judged by how it treats its weakest members for example       

orphans, child brides and victims of domestic violence. This is a call to focus 

on vulnerable children. 

5. Religious communities can help in celebrating the positive aspects of cul-

tures. They can also help to identify and change those aspects of cultures, 

that hold communities back and harm children. 

6. Inequalities between the rich and the poor and among communities are 

most visible and most unacceptable where children are involved. Dealing 

with the issues of inequality is a central call to action. 

 



 
Education Dr. Vinya Ariyaratne, the 

Executive Director of Sarvodaya – Sri Lanka, 

reiterated the importance of education for 

children in  lifting children up from poverty. 

He also pointed out, “Development and end-

ing poverty is a process and not just an out-

come.” Dr. Vinya continued to say “You can’t 

eradicate poverty without having good gov-

ernance or without having the resources 

properly managed in the community”. 

 

A World Fit for Children 
 

Set against the backdrop of a country healing from violent conflict and work-

ing toward economic recovery, the theme of “Affirming the Place of Faith in 

Ending Child Poverty” was both timely and a call to practical action. By draw-

ing participants from the Islamic, Christian, Buddhist, Jewish and Hindu reli-

gious traditions; from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Moldova, Serbia, Mac-

edonia, Montenegro, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, USA, France and Kenya – the 

meeting benefitted from rich and diverse perspectives which aimed at catalyz-

ing the efforts of religious communities from the Balkans, in responding to this 

call.  

In his opening remarks, Member of Parliament 

and the Chairman of Bosnia and Herzegovina Del-

egation to the Council of Europe, Hon. Senad 

Šepić stated, “My vision of Bosnia and Herze-

govina is that of a country where children are free 

from poverty…therefore, I see the importance of 

your call ‘All for Children’.  

 
 
 

Ms. Ismeta Begić, President of MOZAIK, co-host and co-moderator of the pub-

lic event, drew a reminder of the importance of cooperation between govern-

ments and governmental institutions, religious communities, social workers, 

teachers, volunteers, various stakeholders and children, in addressing child 
poverty.   
 
The Public Event was followed by visits to  

significant historical and religious institutions 

within the city of Sarajevo, and  a children's 

home. Participants also visited the Children’s 

Memorial Park in Sarajevo, for the children 

who were killed during the siege of Sarajevo in 

the early 1990’s. This moving encounter 
placed the discussions on ending child pov-

erty in the light of the post-conflict situation 

of the country.  

Poverty and Radicalization 



The public event had been preceded by the End Child Poverty Third Interim Steering 

Committee Meeting, which took place on 2 June 2015. It was followed by a workshop 

on ending child poverty for the GNRC members from the Balkan countries. The work-

shop focused on introducing the pilot multi-faith guide on ending child poverty.  

 

In closing, Rev. Fred Nyabera, Director, End Child Poverty called for action towards 

ending child poverty by rallying the participants in affirming, “You might not change 

the whole world, but you can change the whole world for one child at a time”. Rev. 

Nyabera called upon all participants and the larger world audience to, “First do what 

is necessary, then do what is possible and thirdly, do what is impossible”, towards 

ending child poverty. A commitment was made to use the International Day for the 

Eradication of Poverty (IDEP) to mobilize faith communities and other actors to      

engage in focused and concerted advocacy to end child poverty.  
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Pupils from Visoko gave an insightful and  informative presentation on how 
children and youth view poverty, through the use of a skit, and thereafter   
presented questions to the plenary. The children’s views were a key compo-
nent of the event and Dr. Vinu Aram, co-moderator of the public event,       
remarked, “You have given us big messages today; big questions to address.”  
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